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The 57th Annual SKA Mahotsav was held on Sunday 3rd
September 2017 at the Watford Colosseum, Rickmansworth Rd,
Watford under the Honorary Presidency Patronage of Honourable
Mahotsav Pramukh Dampati Mr Pravinchandra Mohanlal Khatri
and Mrs Ranjanben Pravinchandra Khatri and Atithi Vishesh WI‘J%I'I/I
Dampati Mr Rajnikant Bhukandas Kapadia

and Mrs Vinaben Rajnikant Kapadia. ﬂ//MEWIéEV’J’

Navratri
Review Our members were treated to an entertaining programme consisting of a 7_/&1
Cultural dances, Bollywood Mix Song performances and a surprise, ﬁ ﬁ y
unbilled item. However this year there was a notable absence of 77 /
Diwali Party garbo/raas items. On the completion of the programme, members were wah
27 October able to purchase alcoholic drinks at the bar before completing the evening p/
with a vegetarian buffet food. ana a
Once again SKA set up a successful twitter feed for the Mahotsav by
which the attendees provided on-going feedback and photos on the
proceedings. The photos and messages were then regularly projected

onto a wall and read out to everyone. This social media presentation was NBW yem/'
set up and presented by Varsha Sandeep Khatri.

77¢05per0m'

—-----------------------------------I
I ] 1 h ] I
1 2017 Children's ChristmasParty *<%.!
For latest News : P For the children, this year's Christmas Party will be on o il |
Website I Saturday 9th December 2017 from 4pm to 6pm  Guas* 1
skauk.org 1 . at the SKA Community Hall. \E i
o 1 We are inviting all Children 11 years or under to attend the fun, games and |
Twitter entertainment at this ever popular event. To avoid the hall getting crowded, it is |
@SKAUK1960 i requested parents to drop their children at 4pm and collect them at 6pm. ]
Facebook 1 NEW FOR THIS YEAR: To help us make more accurate arrangements, if you I
1, wish for your children to attend please can you email EVENTS@SKAUK.ORG 1
i with the NAME and AGE of each child, by Thursday 30th November. 1
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Mahotsav 2017

Ranjanben Pravinchandra Khatri started the 57th
Mahotsav at around 12.30pm with the lighting of the
divo to Shri Ganeshji asking for his blessings for the
success of the Mahotsav. The Prathana “Everybody
Loves Sai” and Swagat Geet “Swagatam Swagatam”.
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Entertainment continued with Dance “Nachade Na
Saare”, Dance mixes “Modern Throwback”, “Desi Beat
Repeats”

To give everyone a breather from the entertainment a
refreshment break followed with tea, biscuits and
muffins provided for all. SKA would like to thank the
Pramukh's grandchildren for their kind donation of
these refreshments.

| . \ 2
This was followed by the introduction of the Honorary
President Dampati Mr Pravinchandra Mohanlal Khatri and
Mrs Ranjanben Pravinchandra Khatri by granddaughter
Nikita Jitendra Khatri in English and in Gujarat by Bharat

Jagjivan Vakharia. _ N The programme continued with the floral presentation
And introduction of Atitihi Vishesh Dampti Mr Rajnikant to the Honorary President, and Atithi Vishesh. The
Bhukandas Kapadia and Mrs Vinaben Rajnikant Kapadia dignitaries then gave their personal views and thoughts.
by Mahendra Mohanlal Khatri in Gujarati and Dilip Ratilal SKA President also made a speech congratulating the
Motiram in English. dignitaries.

A two minutes silence was observed as we remembered Acknowledgements of academic & sporting

those who passed away and prayed that their souls rest achievements and those retiring were then announced;
in peace. Ganesh Deepak Khatri and Naresh Amratlal and all those who participated in the performances
Kapadia read out the good wishes and greetings from were reminded to collect their Gift Vouchers. General
various Kshatriya Mandals around the world, as well as Acknowledgements were made thanking all

messages from relatives and well-wishers for the participants and volunteers.

Mahotsav to be a great success.

The entertainment continued with a welcome
presentation of a beautiful traditional Indian classical
dance Bharatha Natyam. This was followed by a
fantastically energetic Dance “Two the Dance Floor”,
“"R&R"” music , and then a surprise, unbilled item: a
lovely rendition of the song “Jina Yaha Marna Yaha"
from Mera Namm Joker, sung by Vinay Ronvelia visiting
UK from US.

The entertainment began with Dance “Little Rock Star”
then “A Madhuri Medley. The President of SKA Mrs Anita
Praful Narottam gave a special announcement about the
forthcoming SKA Committee's election and Ganesh
Deepak Khatri gave announcement for the forthcoming
AGM. This was followed by a Donation appeal speech
given by Nikita Jitendra Khatri.




This was followed by Open Speech given by Kiran Jadav
and Harivadan Gohil and then the announcement by
Mukesh Vallabhbhai Khatri of the new SKA Committee
members (please see separate article in this newsletter).

Continuing the Mahotsav tradition we had a special treat
with the President's Family performing the Dance
“Bombay Dhamaal” (mix of Hindi cinema songs). This
started with Gita & Jitendra Pravinchandra Khatri
performing a wonderful duet followed by a steady
introduction of more and more participants, culminating in
the whole stage being filled with amazing choreography
and dancing from the very young to the very young at
heart (1), celebrating the great Hindi cinema songs. A
great effort.

Next followed the eagerly awaited raffle draw, as always
most entertainingly compared by Jitendra Pravinchandra
Khatri. The following great prizes were presented to the
winners with the lucky tickets. Amazingly, this year two
prizes were won by the SAME person...none other than
the Atithi Vishesh, including the first prize itself!

(FIX! I hear you shout? No, just great luck —

“You have to be in it to win it”)

Raffle Draw Prizes and Winners:

1st: Nintendo Switch —

winner Rajnikant Bhukandas Kapadia

2nd: Dabaang Live Tickets - winner Nalini Dilip Khatri
3rd: Amazon Echo - winner Hema Deepak Khatri

4th: Chocoholic Afternoon Tea (sponsored by

Team London) - winner Vina Navin Khatri

5th: Forthum and Mason Hamper -

winner Rajnikant Bhukandas Kapadia

6th: Platinum Johnnie Walker Whiskey -

winner Kiran Jadav

7th: 2 Cases of Goa Premium Beer - 2 winners
Vinod Chhaganlal Khatri & Ramesh Mohanlal Khatri
Bonus: Harry Potter (Cursed Child) Merchandise -
winner Rita Chandrana

Finally,
the British
and the
W~ L[ndian
“¥22 National
‘ﬁ Anthems
were sung
to end the
entertainment segment of the day... but NOT the evening.
The bar opened for members to have a drink or two with
Bharat Gangaram Caterers serving the vegetarian buffet.

THANK YOU

SKA would like to once again thank all those who
participated in the performances for their time and
dedication devoted to the many hours of practice.
Without you the Mahotsav just would NOT be
possible. All performances were outstanding and a
pleasure to watch. So encourage your family
members to participate because it is also great for
personal development to perform on stage!

And a BIG thank you to all those volunteers who
have selflessly helped before, during and after the
Mahotsav, with this year the additional volunteers to
manage the process of SKA Committee elections.
Your help is, as always, greatly appreciated and is
indeed most welcome.

Academic
Qualifications 2017

Professional Award

Bijal Chandrakant Parmar -

Registered Biomedical Scientist with the Heath
and Care Professions Council.

Sejal Harish Kapadia -

Chartered Certified Accountant (ACCA)

Veena Khatri Pugh - Diploma and Advance
Diploma in Psychotherapy & Counselling and is a
qualified therapist and counsellor

Degree

Dhilan Vinod Khatri - Bachelor of Science
with upper 2™ Class Honours in Business
Mathematics and Statistics

Jessica Kiran Kapadia - Bachelor of
Science with upper 2™ Class Honours in
Psychology

Kapil Anil Hazratwala - Bachelor of Arts
with upper 2™ Class Honours in Economics
Krishan Khatri Pugh - Bachelor of Arts
with 2™ Class Honours in History

Pooja Hitesh Khatri - Bachelor of Science
with upper with 2™ Class Honours in Economics
and Economic History

Pritesh Harish Kapadia - Bachelor of
Science with upper 2™ Class Honours in Statistics,
Economics and Finance

A —Level

Dhanisha Dipesh Tailor: A - Business
Studies, A — Spanish, B - Sociology

Prem Bharat Rupawala: A -
Mathematics,

A — Economics, A — History

Priya Hiteshkumar Tailor:

A - Mathematics, B — Physics, C — History
Viral Gudiwala: A* - Biology, A* -
Chemistry, A* - Mathematics, A - Physics




2017 Annual General Meeting - Review

The Annual General Meeting was held on
Sunday 17th September at the SKA Hall 2A
Villiers Road, London NW2 5PH and
proceedings commenced at 4.30pm. We are
very pleased to say the AGM was well
attended and the SKA matters were briskly
discussed/debated.

v The following agenda items were discussed:

1. Approval of Previous AGM Minutes -
APPROVED
2. Approval of the Accounts for the year
ended

31 March 2017 - APPROVED
3. Re-Appointment of Auditors - APPROVED
4. Approve the following Resolution:

"To waive hall hire fees for Team London in
respect of Football Social fundraising events and
use for Team meetings. This is to include a
retrospective refund for hall hire fees already
paid in respect of the events held on 06 May
2017 and 16 September 2017.' - APPROVED
5. Any Other Business

The Meeting concluded at 6:45pm. The SKA Committee
would like to thank all those who attended and indeed
> participated; and request that Members continue to

* support and engage in future AGM and the lively

. discussions and decision making that affects us all.

We would like to point out that as per the normal
charitable practice, SKA had previously pledged £50 to
each Team London member participating in the Khatri
World Cup in 2018 in Nadi, Fiji. However a further

-~ resolution was proposed at the AGM by a Team London
member to increase this pledged donation from SKA
from £50 to £100 per person. After much debate this
resolution was passed on the basis that this was a one
off and does not set precedence for any future
donations by SKA. Full wording of this resolution and
further details of the AGM will be in the forthcoming
AGM minutes.

Important Announcement

for 2018 Mahotsav
The 58th Mahotsav will be held on Sunday
2nd September 2018, once again at the Watford Colosseum,
Rickmansworth Road, Watford WD17 3JN

We are also pleased to announce the Pramukh for our 58th
Mahotsav will be Mr Navin Kantilal Parmar.




WEDDING

Congratulations to:
DEEPESH son of Mrs Bharti &
Mr Mahesh Natvarlal Narottam
and RIDDHIKA daughter of
Mrs Geeta & Mr Hitesh Joshi.

for their kind donation of £25.00

They were married on 26th August 2017 in London
SKA would like to thank Mahesh Narottam

WEDD[NG Congratulations to:

NILESH son of Mrs Hansa & Mr Navin Kantilal Parmar and

DIMPLE daughter of Preeti & Mr Dinesh Chimanlal Bharuchi (toronto)
They were married on 1st July 2017 in Toronto, Canada

SKA would like to thank Mr & Mrs Navin Parmar for their kind donation of £51.00
"

NEW BORN

Congratulations to

Beena & Nilesh Ramesh Patel on the birth of their son
KAYLAN, who was born on 19th August 2017.

SKA would like to thank Mr & Mrs Nilesh Patel
for their kind donation of £25.00

NEW BORN

Congratulations to

Sushmita & Sunil Arun Kapadia on the birth of their son
RISHAAN, who was born on 5th September 2017.

SKA would like to thank Mr & Mrs Sunil Kapadia
for their kind donation of £21.00

5-A-Side Football - CANCELLED

We are disappointed to announce that this year's 5-a-side football tournament
was cancelled due to not enough teams. I guess they were all preparing for
the big one next year — the Khatri World Cup Tournament in Fiji.




30 Obituary

In loving and everlasting memory of Late

Mr Thakorlal Ambaram
who passed away on 10th September 2017 in
London at the age of 90 years.

He was a loving husband to Revaben Thakorlal and
father of Pravina Jagmohan Uttam, Jitendra & Kokila

Thakorlal and Nita Robinson; and grandfather of
Ganesh, Veena, Praneal, Rakhee, Vijay, Sonal, Taylor,
Lewis and Sydney; and great grandfather to Devam.

Our deepest sympathies and prayers go out to their
family and friends and pray that his soul rests in
eternal peace.

SKA would like to thank Jitendra Ambaram & Family
for their kind donation of £51.00

. Team London is Heading to Fiji

The dates for Khatri World Cup are now confirmed and so is London's
participation in this tournament.

The tournament will be taking place next year Thursday June 28th to Sunday July 1st.

We now have 17 players confirmed to represent London at next year's Khatri World Cup in
Nadi. There are still a few more players we are awaiting confirmation on which will enable us
to have a bigger squad. We are hoping to have them confirmed soon.

Confirmed London Team for Fiji so far:

Afzal Mohanlal, Akash Khatri, Anil Khetani, Bhavin Narottam, Chetan Khatri, Hemal Bhikabhai,
Hitesh Kabawala, Hitesh Khatri, Jason Kapadia, Kiran Jadav, Kushal Kanani, Mayur
Hazratwala, Nayan Patel, Nilesh Patel, Nitesh Khatri, Sandeep Khatri, Vishal Khatri.

The hard work for the team now begins and ensuring it is well prepared and primed when they
reach Fiji.

The support from our community has been brilliant, for which we are very grateful. Without
your support along with SKA, this project wouldn't materialize.

We had another very successful Football Social in September with many guest walking away
with fantastic raffle prizes.

We look forward to updating you shortly on our next social.

The opportunity to represent London is still not over for players that haven't played with us yet.
But time is running out, so please do not hesitate to contact Nilesh Patel 07949 158095 or
Mayur Hazratwala 07944 043274.

Thank you,
Team London




Bon Voyage

& Welcome

USA - California - Usha & Anil Hazratwala

Prabha & Harivadan Kantilal Kabawala

Chandrakant Laxmidas Adenwala

Harish Gangaram Khatri

Nayana & Maheshkumar Harjivan Parmar

Far East - Pushpa & Kishorchandra Dahyabhai Tailor —
Singapore — Australia — New Zealand — Fiji — Hong Kong

Europe Dipali & Ravi Devidas Billimoria -Prague, Budapest

India - Damiyanti Atul Khatri

Manisha Satish Patel — Navsari

Mita & Dipak Girdharlal Khatri - Sri Lanka
Urvi Dipak hatri

Bijal & Rinesh Patel with Raani

Hetal & Samit Ashok Kapadia

China Tour — Taiwan — Hong Kong
Anila & Dilip Ratilal Motiram

Kalavati & Devidas Govindbhai Billimoria
Veena & Navin Jamnadas Khatri
Prabhavati & Devendra Jamnadas Khatri
Gsv Meenaxi Arvind Khatri — China Tour
Canada — Toronto

Neelam & Jason Pravin Kapadia with Ania & Liana

Welcome to London:
Toronto — Canada

Mahendra Rathod

Anita & Hemant Shantilal Kapadia
Priti / Mr Dinesh Bharuchi with Banita
Kalaben / Mr Ramesh Motiram Patel
India

Joyti & Kantilal Patel — Mumbai
Jayantilal Premji Raja

Hiralal Jamnadas Khatri — Navsari
Harilal Motiram Kapadia — Valsad
New Zealand

Bhawna & Vinodkumar Ranchhod — European Tour

Members’ Events Diary

Weddings - Party's - Functions
2017

27th October - Diwali/New Year’s Party

2018

12th April 2018 — Wedding

Natasha Mahesh Parmar & Shujeivan Mahadeva
12th May 2018 - Mandasaro

Natasha & Shujeivan Mahadeva

21st July - Wedding - London

Nayan Bharat Vakharia & Kajal Kamal Patel
2nd September - 58th Mahotsav

Please contact or email editor@skauk.org of any function you
wish to put on this Events Diary which will be continually updated
in future newsletters and on www.skauk.org website.

This helps other members plan their function and avoid
clashing of events.

. -

USA

Naina Danji — California — European Cruise

Veena & Rajnikant Bhukhandas Kapadia —Texas— ECruise
Deepa & Alpesh Rathod with Diya & Nikhil — NJ

Vidhata & Deepak Jayantilal Raja w/ Suhani & Sanya
Beena Chandravadan Balsara w/ Dhara Balsara - NJ

Kokila & Devidas Jamnadas Khatri — NJ - Norwegian Cruise
Pratima & Narendra Jamnadas Khatri - NJ - Norwegian Cruise

Social Evening

The next social evening will be held on
Friday 3™ November 2017. If you wish
to attend, please inform Nilesh Patel on
07949 158095 at the earliest to avoid
disappointment.

2018-2019 SKA Executive Committee Election

"
il

The election for the SKA Committee for 2018-2019 was planned to take place in this year's Mahotsav.

L

The election process was started by asking attending members to nominate 3 members from the SKA
community that had not served on the Committee before. This approach was necessary because thus
far only 7 members had volunteered to serve in the 2018-2019 Committee and the requirement is for
10 members. However, as the Mahotsav progressed further 3 SKA members kindly came forward and
volunteered to serve on the forthcoming Executive Committee.

With this happy news the elections were not necessary and so they were duly cancelled.
Full details of the 2018-2019 SKA Executive Committee will be published in the next newsletter.
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Diwali /| New Year Party 2017

Our annual Diwali Party will be held on Friday 27th October at our usual venue
Kadwa Patidar Centre, Kenmore Ave, Harrow HA3 8LU. ;

The party starts from 7pm, so come and
greet everyone in our communlt\( in this ever popular, :
annual gathering, dressed in yotlr ﬁnestf' ceIePrate Dlgah and ndidn New Year.

Vegetarian dinner will be served and you‘w.lrIAbe abIe to purchﬁse alcopolic drinks. .
Looking foreword to see*youy all.

“NutaniVarsh Abhmanﬂan'"
Es 2

Diwali is one the most important festival of Hindus, it is celebrated with great enthusiasm throughout the world, where
Hindus reside. It falls on the Amavasya of the month of Kartik every year by Hindu calendar and in October or in the
starting days of November by English calendar.

Many legends are associated with this festival. It marks the victory of Ram over Ravana. As a matter of fact, Diwali is
the symbol of the victory of the forces of good over evil. Diwali is a festival of lights and fireworks. It comes after
Durga Puja as the winter sets in. In West Bengal and some other places in North India Goddess Kali is worshipped
during the Diwali. As the lights keep away the darkness, Goddess Kali drives away the evil forces in our world.

Great preparations are made for this festival. Everyone starts making arrangement one month before Diwali, new
cloths are purchased, houses are cleaned and decorated with lights, flowers etc. People call and invite their nearest
and dearest ones. On this festival, sweets are made and distributed among friends and relatives. People indulge in fun
and frolic on the day of Diwali. New clothes are worn by the young and the old. At the same time during night,
fireworks and crackers are also let off. The bright flames of the fireworks present an exquisite sight in the dark night.

The festival wears a lovely look. Everyone is well clad, happy and mirthful; some celebrate it in the most enthusiastic
way. At night the people illuminate their houses, walls and terraces with earthen pots. The glittering lights in the
darkness of night present a bewitching spectacle. Apart from houses, public buildings and government officers are also
lit up. The scene of lights and illumination is very enchanting. The Hindus worship Lakshmi, the Goddess of wealth on
this day. They say prayers and perform Lakshmi Puja in the evening of Diwali, so that Goddess Lakshmi may visit their
houses.

Diwali festival is the festival not just for whole of India but is celebrated in every nook and corner of our world where
Hindu’s reside. Thus this festival also creates a sense of oneness among the people. It becomes the symbol of unity for
all Hindus, who have been celebrating this festival for thousands of years and continues to celebrate it even today
which is both historical and religious.

This year's Navratri Festivities were held over 2 days .} _&
23" and 24" September at the sports hall of the Queens &
Park Community School. There was some great
performances on the dhol culminating in a climatic
crescendo performed by our regular Navratri drummer
Jitesh on Saturday and on Sunday Raj B Khatri.

Great to see so many participating and enjoying the Garba
& Raas; but would always welcome more of our
community to attend to keep this great cultural tradition
going. It is one of our BEST/FUN cultural events for ALL
the family; and a wonderful way to exercise to LIVE music regaled in your finest outfits.

We would like to thank everyone who helped with the set up and with the performances on the stage with
keyboard, singing and backup music players.
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